
 
Map Puzzles 

Map puzzles are a fun way to introduce what orienteering maps look like and how to 

recognise the different features on a map such as legend, scale, the north arrow and all the 

symbols on the map such as open land, buildings, fences, walls tree etc. They are essentially 

homemade map jigsaws for your students. The more you cut up the map the harder it will be 

to put it back together.  

Print off the maps attached to the bottom of this document and laminate them. Then cut them 

up in to as many or as little pieces as you feel necessary to suit your class and your students 

ages. Laminate all before cutting, store in separate bags/pile and be careful not to mix up 

puzzles. Ensure you students keep them separate too for easy use again.  

As your class puts the maps back together use this time to get them to pick out feature on the 

map (building, open land, hard paved area etc) and what symbols are used to identify each 

feature. Question them as much as possible.  

Split your class in to groups of 3-4 participants  
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Hard  

 

 

Laminate and cut up the following maps  







Islandeady Foroige
Rinnaseer, Islandeady, Castlebar,
Co.Mayo

Legend

100m0m 25m 50m 75m

Boulder
Passable body of water
Bank line
Marsh
Open land

Open land with scattered trees

Rough open land

Hedge
Distinct cultivation boundary
Prominent large tree
Prominent bush or small tree
Unpaved footpath or track

Bridge
Passable stone wall
Passable fence or railing
Impassable fence

Crossing point
Builing outline
Building inside
Canopy

Pillar

Canopy (outline)

Paved area

Step or edge of paved area

Prominent man-made feature

Goal

Road

Prominent man-made feature

Earth Bank
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St Stephens day
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